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Fit for Purpose
VersiRail®

Product Testing  
& Performance



Introduction

Latchways’ philosophy is based on innovative design, 
quality manufacturing and working closely with their 
trained installers to ensure that product quality is 
matched by equally high standards of installation and 
maintenance. With a continued investment in product 
development and a commitment to enhance its customer 
offering, they remain at the forefront of safety at height 
in all key global markets.

VersiRail has been approved by the majority of major roofing 
manufacturers in the key roof sectors and Latchways are pleased 
to offer advice to specifiers and contractors on the provision of safe 
access on all types of roofing systems. The key objectives are to 
ensure that:

•	 All	relevant	legislation	is	complied	with

•	 The	system	designed	is	fit	for	purpose

•	 Any	fixings	used	do	not	damage	the	roof	or	jeopardise	 
roof warranties

•	 Installation	is	carried	out	efficiently	without	affecting	the	 
buildings’ operation

Collective fall protection systems are usually passive—i.e. they 
require no action by the user to work effectively and will also protect 
more than one worker at any time. When a permanent collective 
protection system—such as VersiRail—is installed on a roof edge, 
it acts a barrier, preventing access to the fall hazard. Consequently, 
minimal user training is required for personnel to regularly access a 
safe roof area.

Checklist

 Testing standards

 Roofing system manufacturer approval

 Corrosion resistant

 Lightweight

 Installer	friendly

 Asthetically	pleasing

 Product quality and recyclability

 Maintenance free
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VersiRail	is	a	freestanding	or	fixed	guardrail	system	which	has	been	
tested	and	certified	to	EN	13374	and	EN	ISO	14122-3.	Utilising	
modular	easy-fix	components	and	being	manufactured	in	aluminium,	
VersiRail	offers	flexibility	in	its	application,	style	and	finish.

Application:

VersiRail is suitable for installation onto virtually any flat surface up 
to a 10° pitch. The freestanding option utilises a cantilever principle 
and	requires	no	penetration	of	the	roof	surface.	The	fixed	system	
allows permanent installation on to the roof edge using mounting 
plates	to	suit	the	surface	being	fixed	to.	The	fixed	option	has	a	
number of standard height uprights available to ensure the edge 
protection is a minimum of 1100 mm high overall. 
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Testing standards
VersiRail	is	a	freestanding	or	fixed	guardrail	system	
which has been tested and certified to EN 13374 
(2.5	m	centres)	and	EN	ISO	14122-3	(guardrail	
must be at least 1100 mm high and include at 
least one kneerail). The space between the handrail 
and the kneerail and between the kneerail and the 
toeboard	must	not	exceed	470	mm	(EN	13374)	or	
500	mm	(EN	ISO	14122-3).

100%

100%EN516

✔

Corrosion resistance 
The durable aluminium components are  
corrosion resistant.

100%

100%EN516

✔

Roofing system  
manufacturer approval
Latchways	partner	with	industry-leading	
manufacturers to ensure a holistic approach. 
Latchways are therefore able to provide solutions 
for new roofing system innovation and ensure latest 
legislation	is	met.	In	addition,	Latchways	Mansafe	
solutions maintain the guarantees/warranties 
offered by partner manufacturers.

100%

100%EN516

✔

Aesthetically pleasing
VersiRail is primarily a practical solution to 
providing collective fall protection but, due to its 
aesthetics and quality finish, can also be viewed 
as an architectural feature on a building. VersiRail 
can be supplied in a natural, polished or powder 
coated	finish	(to	a	specific	RAL	colour)	therefore	
ensuring the system can be tailored to match your 
requirements and surroundings.

Maintenance free
VersiRail requires no annual maintenance and 
therefore	does	not	incur	any	on-going	fees.

Installer friendly
The weight difference between VersiRail’s 
aluminium components and the competing steel 
systems, ensures that VersiRail is a far more 
efficient system to install. When comparing the 
time taken to move handrail tubes from ground 
to	rooftop,	one	person	is	able	to	lift	3	x	6	m	of	
VersiRail handrails at one time compared to only  
1	x	3	m	of	galvanised	steel	handrail.	When	looking	
at moving 400 m of hand rail, this equates to 
needing to use 125 people to move the steel 
handrail as opposed to 22.2 people to move the 
VersiRail handrail, thus reducing handling time by 
approximately	a	third.

Lightweight 
VersiRail is manufactured in aluminium and, 
compared to systems which are manufactured from 
galvanised steel, aluminium is roughly 1/3 of the 
density. Typically the mass of aluminium is between 
35% – 40% less than steel (depending on the type 
of	steel).	On	a	typical	200	m	guardrail	system,	the	
total	weight	of	a	competing	system	is	4609	kg,	
compared	to	the	VersiRail’s	2726	kg.	This	weight	
difference ensures that VersiRail is manoeuvrable 
and easy to handle at the time of installation.

Product quality and  
recyclability
As	an	ISO 14001 EMS and ISO 9001 QMS 
accredited company, Latchways understand the 
importance of using products that can be recycled 
whilst	offering	long	term	durability.	All	aluminium	
within the Latchways VersiRail is recyclable.

100%

100%EN516

✔



VersiRail roof compatibility
VersiRail can be used on roof slopes up to a 10° pitch and has been designed to meet the criteria of “Collective Protection”, ensuring safe 
access whatever the specifier’s design.

VersiRail system options
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Freestanding VersiRail on 
standing seam roof

Freestanding VersiRail on  
secret-fix roof

Freestanding VersiRail on  
composite/built up on site roof

Freestanding VersiRail on 
single-ply membrane roof

VersiRail shown is 
powder coated black
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Fixed 
VersiRail

Freestanding 
VersiRail

Freestanding and fixed style

VersiRail is available in a variety of different styles to complement the design of your structure. 

Curved 

The curved upright system reinforces the  
design of a building and is an aesthetic  
addition to a structure. This solution also  
keeps people further from the roof edge,  
giving a greater level of safety.

Inclined

A	variation	of	VersiRail	that	is	inclined	 
at 20°, adding to the aesthetics of the  
system whilst also resulting in the system  
being less visible from ground level. 

Straight

A	simple	but	traditional	design	which	fits	 
in perfectly with the clean lines and angles  
of a building. The straight upright system is  
particularly suitable for protection at access  
points and demarcation of walkways.
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